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THE ANGLO-RUSSIAN* ENTENTE OF 1907
An Anglo-Russian Entente, settling the long-standing
sources of friction between the two countries in the Middle
East, was an obvious complement to the Anglo-French
Entente. It appears to have been discussed between King
Edward VII and M. Izvolski during the Russo-Japanese
War, and to have been warmly received by him and some
of the Russian Liberals, though not by the Tsar and the
Russian reactionaries and militarists.200
Izvolski, though occupying at the time the compara-
tively unimportant diplomatic post at Copenhagen, was
already ambitiously counting upon promotion to a more
important position, either as ambassador at one of the great
capitals of Europe, or as Russian Minister of Foreign
Affairs. He was naturally flattered to be made the recipient
by King Edward of a proposal of such far-reaching possi-
bilities. Henceforth he made it one of the cardinal aims of
his policy. He saw that Russia was greatly weakened by
her war with Japan (which he declares he had tried to
avert), and that the Franco-Russian Alliance had conse-
Conference of 1908, the Anglo-French connection had become so close
that the French officers persuaded the Russians to agree to mobilize
all their forces even in case of a German mobilization against England.
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This may be the basis for "Nicky's" letter to "Willy" of Nov. 10/23, 1905
(GJP.3 XIX, 523): "England is trying hard to get us round for an under-
standing about Asiatic frontier questions and this directly after the
renewed Anglo-Japanese alliance 1 I have not the slightest .wish to
open negotiations with her, and so it will drop of itself". Sidney Lee,
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VII to Witte to visit England, but says nothing of the draft of an Anglo-
Russian accord. For King Edward's urging upon Izvolski an Anglo-
Russian Entente in a conversation at Copenhagen in April, 1904, see ibid.*
II, 284 ff.

